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T CENTRAL COUNCIL OF HOMOEOPATHY
NOTIFICATION
New Dclhi, the 15th March, 1982

No, 7-1)82-CCH.——In exercise of the powers conferred by
clause (f) of section 33 read with scction 24 of the Homo-
eopathy Central Council Act, 1973 (59 of 1973). the Cen-
tral Council of Homoeopathy, with the p.kvious sanction
of the Central (Government, hereby mukes the following
regulations, namely :—

1. These regulations may be called the Homoeopathic
Practitioners (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Code of
Ethics) Regulations, 1982,

1. Declaration and Oath

2. (a) At the time of registration, each applicant shall
submit the following declarat and oath tead and sigmed
by him to thc Registrar concerned attested by the Registrar
himself or by a registered vractitioner of Homoeopathy :—

o(1) I solemnly pledge myself to consecrate ny life to
the service of humanity.

(2) Bven under threat, I will not use my medical
knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity.

(3) I will maintain the utmost respect for human life.
(4) 1 will not permit considerations of religion, na-

tlonality, race, politica]l beliefs or social stunding
to intervere, between my duty and my patient.

(5) T will practise my profession with consience and
dignity in accordance with the principles of
Homoeopathy andlor in accordance with the
principles of biochemic system of medicine (tissue

remedies).

(6) The health of tmy patient shall be my first consi-
deration.

(7) 1 will respect the scerets which are confined 1o
me- . -

(8) I will glve to my tcachers the respect and grati-
tude which is their due.

(9) 1T will maintain by all means in my power the
honour and poble traditions of medical profession.

(10) My collcagues will be my orothers and sisters,

(11) I muke these promises solemnly, frecly and upon
my honour.”

(b) “HAHNEMANNIAN OATH

On my honour 1 swear that 1 shall practise the tcachings
of ﬁomowpathy perform my duty, render justice to my
patlents and heip the sick whosoever comes to me for
treatment .

May the teachings of msster Hahpnemann inspire me and
may I have the sirength for fulfilment of my mission,”

1I-Central Principles

3, Character of Medical Practitioner:— The Primary
object of the medical prefession is to render service to
humanity with full respect for the dignity of man; financial
reward 1Is a subordipate consideration. Whosoever chooses
this profession|ussumes the obligation to conduct himself
in accordance with its ideals, A practitioner of Homoeco-
pathy shall be an upright man, instructed In the art of heal-
ing. He shall keep himself pure in character and be diligent
in caring for the sick. He shall be modest, sober, patient
and prompt and do his duty without anxiety, and shall be
pious and conduct himself with propriety in his profession
and iIn all the actions of his life,

4. Standards of Character and Moruls :-—The  medical
profession expects from ity membars the highests level of
character and morals and every practitioner of Homoeo-
pathy owes to the .profession and to the public alike a duty
to attain such a level. It shall be incumbent on a practitioner
of Homveopathy to be temperate in all matters, for the

practice of medicine requires untemitting exercise of y a

clear and vigorous mind.

5, Practitioners  Responsibility : A practitioner ot
Homoeopathy shall meri; the confidence of patients en-
trusted to his care, rendering to each full measure ot ser-
vice and devotion, The honoured ideals of the medical pro-
fession imply that the responsibilities of a practitioner of
Homocopathy extend not only te indlviduals but also to the
entire society.

6. (1) Advertising ;—Solicitation of patients directly or
indirectly by a practitioner of Homoeopathy either per-
sonally or by adverusement in the newspapers, by placards
or by the distiibution of circular cards of hand-bills is un-
cthical. A practitioner of Homoeopathy shall not make use
of, or permit others to make usy of him or his name as a
subject of any form or manner of advertising or publicity
through lay channels which shall be of such g churucter as
to invite attention to him or to his professional position or
skill or as would ordinarily result in hig self-aggrandisment
provided that g practitioner of Homoeopathy is permitted
formal announcement in press sbout the following matters
namey:—

(i) the starting of his practice;
(ii) change of the type of practice:
(iil) change of address;
(iv) temporary absénce from duty;
(v) resumption of practice:
(vi) succeeding to another's practice.

{2) He shal]l further not advertise himself directly or in-
directly through price lists or publicity materials of manu-
fucturing firms or traders with whom he may be connected in
any capacity, nor shall he publish cuses, operations or
letters of thanks from patisnts in nomprofessional news
papers or journals, provided It shall be permissible for him
to publish his namo in connection with a prospectus or &
director’s or a technical ¢xpert's report.

7. Payment of professional service :—(1) A practitioner
of Homoeopathy engaged in the practice of medicine
shall limit the sources of his income to fees received from
professional activities for services rendered to the patient.
Remuneration received for such services shall be in the
form and amount specifically announced to the patlent at
the time the service is rendered; in all other cases he shall
deem it a polot of honour to adhee to the compensation
for professiona] services prevailing in the community in.
which he practices.

(2) Fees are reducible at the discretlon of the practi-
tomer of Homoeopath and he <hall always rcognise
poverty us presenting valid claims for gratuilous services,

(3) It shall be unethical to enter into a contract of “po
cure—no  payment”,

8. Rebates and commission :— A practitioner of Homo-
copathy shall not give, solicit or receive, nor shall he offer
to give, solicit or recelve, any gift, gratuity, commission or
bonus in comsideration for the referring, recommending or
procuring of any patlent for medical, surgical or  other
treatment nor shall he recelve any commission or other
benefit from a professional colleague, trader of appliaces,
dentist or an occulist.

III. Duties of Homoepathic Practioners to thelr Patients

9, Obligatiops to the sick.—Though a practiiioner of
Homoeopathy is not bound to treat each and every one
usking for his services except in emergencies, he shall, for
the sake of bumanity and the noble traditions of the pro-
fession. mot only be ever ready to respond to the calls of
the sick and the injured, but shall be mindful of the high
character of hig mission and the -esponsibility he incurs in
the discharge of his professional duties,

10. Patiept not be-neglected :— (1) A practitioner of
Homoeopathy is free to c¢hoose wham he wil] serve, pro-
vided he shall respond to any request for hg assistance In
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an emergency or whenever tempernte public opinion ex-
pgrts the service.

(2) Ouce having undertaken g vase, a  practitioner of
Homoeopathy shall not neglecl the patient nor shull be with-
draw from the c¢ase without giving notice to the patient his
relatives or his responsible friends sufficiendy long in
advance of his withdrawal to allow them time to secure
unother practitioner,

11. Termination of service :— f(a) The following shall
be valid reasons foy his withdrawal -—

(1) Where he finds another practitioner in attendance;

(2) Where remedies other thap those prescribed by
him are being used;

(3) Where his remedies and instructions are refused;

(4) Where he is convinced that illnesy is an imtpos-
ture und that he Is being made a party to a false
pretence;

(5) Where the patient persists in the use of opjum,
slcohol, chloral or similar intoxicating drugs
against medical advice;

(6) Where complete informatior concerning the fucts
and circumstances of tho case are not supplied by
the patient or his relatives.

(b) The discovery that the malady is incurablolis no
excuse to discontinue atlendance so long as the patient de-
sired that his services.

12. Acts of negligence :—(1) No practitioner of
Homoeopathy shall willfully commit an act of negligence
that may deprive his patient of necessary medical care,

(2) A practitioner of Homoeopathy is expected to render
that diligence and skill in services as would be expected
of another practitioner of Homoeopathy with similar quali-
fications, expelience and attainments. .

(3) His acts of commission or omission shall mot be
judged by any non-Homocopathic standards or professional
service expected of him but by those standards as are expect-
ed from a Homocopath of his training, standing and experi-
ence.

(4) A practitioner of Homoeopathy shall use any drug
prepared  uccording to Homoeopathic principles and adopt
other necessary measures ag required.

13. Behaviour towards patients.—The demeanour of a
practitioner of Homoeopathy towards -his patients shal] al-
ways be courteous, sympathelic, friendly and  helpful
Every patient shal] be treated with attention and considera-
tion,

14, Visits,—A  practitioner of Homoeopathy shall en-
deavour to add to the comfort of the sick by making his
visits at the hour indicated to the patients.

15. Prognos’s :—(1) The parctitioner « of quowpthy
shall neither cxoggerate nor minimize the gravity of a
patient’s condition. He shall ensure that the patient, his
relatives or rtesponsible friends have such knowledge of
the patient's condition as will serve the best interest of the
patient and his family.

(2) In cases of dangerous manifestations, he shall not
fall to give timely notice to the family or friends of 1he
patient and also to the patient when necessary,

16. Patience. delicacy &  secrecy :—Patience and  dell-
cacy shall characterize the attitude of n practitioner of
Homoeopathy. Confidences concerning individual on domes-
He life entrusted by patients to & practitioner and defects
in the dioposition or character of patients observed during
the medical attendance shall not be revealed by him to
anyone unless their revelation is required by the laws of
the State.

IV. DUTIES OF PRACTITIONERS TO THE PROFESSION

17. Upholding honour of  profession :—A qrnctitioner
of Homoeopathy shall, at all times uphold the dignity and
honour of this profession.

18. Membership of Medical Boclety :—For the ade
vancement of his profession a l)rﬂctitloncr of Homoeopathy
may affiliate himself with Medical Societies and contribute
his time, energy and means to their progress so that they
may better represent und promote the ideals of the profession.

19, Expusure of unethical conduct:—A  practitioner of
Homoeopathy shall expose, withou( fear or favour, the In-
competent, corrupt, dtshonest or unethical gconduct on the
part of any member of the profession.

20, Association with wunregistered persons :-—A  practi-
tioner of Homoeopathy shall not associate himself profes-
sionally with anybody or society of unregistered practitioners
of Homoeopathy.

2]1. Appointment of substilutes.—Whenever a  pracli-
tioner of Homoeopathy requests another to attend to his
patients during his temporary absence from practice, pro-
fessional courfesy requires the acceptance of such appoint-
ment by the latter, if il is consistent with his other duties.
The practitioner of Homoeopathy acting under such an
appointment shall give the utmost consideration to the in-
terests and reputation of the absent practitioner. He shall
not charge either the patient or the absent practitioner of
Homoszopathy for his services, except in  the case of a
special arrangement between them. All such patients shall
be restored to the care of the absent practitioner of Homo-
copathy upon his return.

22, Charges for service to Practitioners of Homoeopathy;—
(1) There Is no rule that a practitioner of Homocopathy
shall not charge another practitioney of Homoeopathy for
hiy services but a practitioner of Homoeopathy shall consi-
der it a pleasure and privilege to render gratuitous service
lo his professional brother and his dependents, if they are
m his vicinlty or to a medical student,

(2) When  a practitioner  of Homoeopathy ig called
from a distance to attend or advise another practitioner of
Homoeopathy or his dependents, reimbursement shall be
made for travelling and other' incidental expenses,

23, (1) The practitioner of Homoeopathy called in  an
emorgency to  vislt a patient under the care of another
practitioner of Homoeopathy shall, when the emergency is
over, retire in favour of the latter, but he shall be entitled
to charge the patient for his services.

(2) When a practitioner of Homoeopathy is consulted
at his own residence, it is not necessary for him (o0 enquire
of the patient if he s under the care of amother practi-
tioner of Homogopathy.

(3) When a consulting practitioner of Homoeopathy
Sess a patient at the request of another practitioner of
Homoeopathy it shall be his duty to write g letter stating
his opinion of the case with the mode of treatment he
thinks is required to be adopted.

24, Engagement for an obstetrics case:—(1) If a
practitioner of Homoeopathy it engaged to attend to a
woman during her confirement, he shall do so. Refusa] to
do g0 on an execuse of any other engagement shall not
be considered ethical except when he iy already engaged
on a similar or other serjous case,

(2) When n practitioner of Homoeopathy who hag been
engaged to attend an obstetric case {3 absent and another
is sent for and delivery is accomplished, the acting practi-
tioner of Homocopathy shall be entitled to his professional
feces;  provided he shall secure the patient's consbgt  to
withdraw on the arrival of the practitioner of 000~
pathy  already engaged, '
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25. When it becomes the duty of a parctitioner of Homo-
eopathy occupying an official position to see and report
upon ap illness or inquiry, he shall communicate to the
practitioner of Homoeopathy in attendance 80 ag to give
him an option of being present, The medicul officer shall
avold remarks upon the diagnosis or the treatment that
has been adopted.

V. DUTIES OF PRACTITIONERS IN CONSULTATION

26. Consultation shall be encouraged :—In  cases of
serious illness, especielly in doubtful or difficult conditions
the practitioner of Homoeopathy shall request consultation.
He shall also do so in perplexing illness, in therapeutic abor-
tions, in the trearment of a woman who h_ procured
criminal abortion, in suspected cases of poisoning, or when
desircd by the patient or his representative,

27. Punctualily in  consultation :—Utmost punctualit_y
shall be observed by a practitioner of Homoeopathy in
meeting~for consultation, If the consultant practitioner of
Homoeopathy docs not arrive within a  rcasonable time
such as a quarter of an hour after the appointed time, the
first practitioner of Homoeopathy shall be at hberty to sce
the patient alone provided he shall leave his conclusion in
writing in a closed envelope,

28. Patient referred to another physician -—When a
atient is referred to another practitioner of Homoeopathy
}l:y the attending practitioner of Homoeopathy, a statement
of the cuse shall be given to the Jatter practitioner of
Homoeopathy. The latter practitioner of Homoeopathy shall
communicate his opinion in writing In a closed cover
direct to the attending practitioner of Homoeopathy.

29, Consultation for patients benefit:—In cvery  con-
sultation, the benefit to the patlent shall be of first Import-
ance. All practitioners of Homoeopathy Interested in the
case shall be condidate with a member of the patient's family
or respondble friends.

30. Conduct in consultation :—(II In consultations, there
shall be no place for insincerity rivalry or envy, AJl due
respect  shall be shown to the practitioncrs of Homo-
copathy in charge of the case an dno statement or remarks
shall- Be mad: which would impair the confidence reposed
in him by the patient. For this purpose, no discussion shall
be carvied on In the presence of the patient or his represen-

tatives.

(2) All statements of the cas¢ to the patient or his re-
presentatives shall take place in the presence of all the prac-
litioners consulting, except as otherwise agreed ; the an-
nouncement of the opimon to the patient or his relations
or friends shall rest with the attending pracutioner of
Homoeopathy.

(3) Differences of opinion shall not be divulged un-
necessaiily : provided when there is an irreconcilable differ-
ence of opinlon the circumstances shall be frapkly and
impartially explained to the patient or his friends,

(4) It shall be open to them to seck further advice if
they 5o deslre,

31. Cessation of  consultation.—Attendance of the
consulting practitioner of Homoeopathy shall cease when
the consultation is concluded, unless another appointment
is arranged by the attending practitioner of Homoeopathy.

32, Treatment after consultation :(—(1) No  decision
shall restrain the ntiending practitioner of Homoeopathy
from making such subsequent variations in the ireatment
.88 any unexpected change may requite; provided at the
next consultation, -easons for variation are stated.

(2) The same privilege, with its obligations, belongs to
the consultant when sent for in an omergency during
the abscnee of the attending practitioner of Homoeopathy.
The attending practitioner of Homosopathy may prescribe
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at any time for the pationt, but the consultant, gnly in
cise 0f emergency.

33. Consultant not to take charge of the case :—(1)
When a practitioner of Homoeopathy has been called ag &
Comsultant, nohc but the racest and most exceptional cir-
cumstances shall justify the consultant taking charge of the
case.

(2) He must not do so merely on the solicitslion of
the patient or his friends.

34, Bar against consulting non-registered practitioner :—
No practitioner of Homocopathy shall have gonsultation
with any practitioner of Homocopathy who is not
registered,

VI. DUTIES OF PRACTITIONERS TO THE PUBLIC

35. Practitioner as citizens ;— Practitioners of Homo-
copathy as  good citizens, possessed of special training,
shall advise concerning the health of the community where-
in they dwell. They shall play their part in enforcing the
laws of the community and in sustaining the institutions
that advance the interest of humanity. They shall coope-
ratc with the authoritics in the obsérvance and enforce-
ment of sanitary laws and regulations and ghall obsenve
the provisions of all laws relating to Drugs, Poisons and
Eh&lrﬂmcy made for the protection and promotion of public
ealth.

36. Public health :-- Practitioner of Homooeopathy en-
gaged in public health work, shall enlighten the public
concerning quarantine regulations and measures for the
provention of epidemic and communicable disepses. At all
time the practitioners shall notify the constituted public
health authorities of every case of communicable disecase
under their care, in accordance with the laws, rules and
regulations of the health authorities, When an cpidemic
prevalls, practiioner of Homoeopathy shall continue his
labours without regard to the risk to his own health,

37. Dispensing :-—A practitioner of Homocopathy has
a right to prepare and dispense his own prescription.

VIL. PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT

38. The following actions shall

_ constitute professional
misconduct :

(1) Committing adultery or improper conduct with g
panicnt. or malntaining an Improper association with a
patient;

(2) Conviction by a Court of law for oflences involv-
ing moral turpitude;

(3) Signing of or giving by any practitioner of Homo-
coputhy under his name and authority eny certificate, re-
port or document of kindred character which is untrue,
misleading or improper;

(4) Contravention of the provisions of lawg relating to
Druge and regulations made therennder;

(5) Selling a drug or poison regulated by law to the
public or his patients save as provided by that law.

(6) Performing of enabling an unqualified person to
perform an  abortion or any illegal operation for which
there is no medical, surgical or psychological indicatlon ;

(7) Tssue of certificates in Homoeopathy to unqualified
or non-medical persons provided that this shall not apply
80 as to restrict the proper training and instruction of legiti-
mate employees of doctors midwives, dispensers, surgical
attendants or skilled mechanical a0d technical assistants

under the personul supervision of practitioners of Homa-
copathy,
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(8) Affixing a signboard on a chcmist’s shop or in places
where the practitioner of Homoeopathy does not reside or
work ;

(9) Disclosing the secrets of s patient that have becn
learnt in the exercise of profession, _except in a Court of
law under orders of the presiding judge,

_ (10) Publishing photographs or case-reports of patients
n any medical or other journal in @ manner by which
their identity could be made out without their pcrmission,
provided that if the identity of patient is not disclosed,
their consent is not necessary ;

(11) Public cxhibition of the scale of fees provided
that the same may be displayed in the physician's consult-
ing or waiting room;

(12) Using of tours or agents for procuring patients ;

(13) Claiming to be a speclalist without having put on
substantial number of years of study and experience in the
subject concerned or without possessing a special qualifica-
tion in the branch concerned.

Dr. M. P..ARYA, Seccy.
Central Council of Homoeopathy
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